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Chirnside Common Good 
 
As we enter the 2020-21 period, we are in the throes of dealing with the Covid-19 
pandemic. This has brought into sharp focus the reasons why the Common Good 
came into existence back in 1947. In this early part of our 2020-21 year, our efforts 
and attention are clearly on the third of our charitable objectives.  

• to encourage measures for the relief of poverty and advancement of education 
in the community. 

This will no doubt feature heavily in our next report, but it is important to let you know 
at this stage what the Chirnside Common Good Association is doing to help and 
support Chirnside during these exceptional times. 
 
Inevitably our normal programme of activities and meetings has been suspended 
during the lock down phase of the government’s response to the pandemic. 
 
We have joined with the Community Council to set up the Chirnside Resilience Group 
(CRG), to focus Covid-19 related activities within Chirnside.  This has been registered 
as a formal resilience group by Scottish Borders Council (SBC), so registered 
volunteers are covered by SBC insurance and we are formally linked into the SBC 
Emergency Planning and Community Assistance Hub. The group has been joined by: 
the Parish Church, Southview Evangelical Church, the Community Centre and 35 
individual volunteers.  

Activity 
 
This year has been one of consolidation as we build on the successes of 2018 – 19.  
 
The Jim Clark 50th Anniversary exhibition panels, a second set of which are on long-
term loan to the Jim Clark Trust, have been judged a huge success. The panels have 
toured internationally, as part of the broader education and publicity initiatives of the 
Jim Clark Trust. This has brought Chirnside to the attention of a much wider audience 
and features on the acclaimed Jim Clark motor trail with regular visits from motor 
enthusiasts and other tourists. 
 
The bronze commemorative plaque commissioned last year has been unveiled and 
mounted on the Jim Clark clock at Crosshill. This site was chosen following a 
consultation exercise involving the family, the community and the fan base via an 
online survey and paper survey sheets in key locations in the village. Limited editions 
of a smaller version have been produced and sold with assistance from Laing’s 
Foundry.  
 
Chirnside History Group (one of our sub groups) continues to flourish with their book 
on Chirnside ~ ‘A Borders Village ~ Stories of its People and Places’ going to a second 
printing. Copies of the book have been lodged with the National Library of Scotland as 
part of the U.K wide book depository system. History Group exhibition panels have 
been put on permanent display in the Community Centre. 
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The Village Enhancement Group has continued with its work in the village. This 
resulted in Chirnside being placed 3rd in the Large Village class in the SBC Floral 
Gateway competition. The group also achieved a “Quality of Life” award in the same 
competition, due to the work that has been done in the village to support and 
encourage active lifestyle activities such as walking and cycling. 
 
Litter picks were also carried out during the year. 
 
Our village information board has been refurbished and has been relocated to a 
different site at our Car Park at Crosshill. 
 
As part of our ongoing activities we continue: 

• to work closely with the School making: 
o  the Frances Edgar Award, 
o  the Eric Hunter Award and 
o  the ‘Spirit of Chirnside’ Award.  

• to sponsor and support the Civic Week and take part in the annual Crowning of 
the Gala Queen.  

Thanks to the volunteer team, the festive season was launched in style, with the switch 
on of the lights by the Gala Queen, followed by carols and soup at the Beacon. 

Modernisation  
 
The subgroup continued to work through the year. The first phase of modernisation 
has been completed, with our updated policies and procedures deemed to be fit for 
purpose. The group stress it is important that we are seen to be implementing these 
policies in our everyday activities. The final element of the initial phase of 
modernisation was a presentation to the whole committee by Jenny Haines of BAVS 
on the various legal entity options open to us in the future. These options are: stay as 
we are (unincorporated charity), incorporated charity or become a development trust. 
After a lengthy discussion and subsequent period of reflection, the committee 
concluded unanimously that the Association would be best served by becoming an 
incorporated charity (SCIO). 
 
The group will work with BAVS to develop and bring forward proposals along those 
lines. However due to the Covid-19 situation this initiative is on hold, to be resumed 
when social distancing and meeting restrictions are eased. 

Communications 
 
Our communications strategy has proved robust during the year and its subsequent 
testing in the early part of this year due to the Covid-19 crisis. Our social media and 
web presence has proved useful as a means of communicating with Chirnside 
residents; the print version of our village information flyer has proved to be the “go to” 
source for many people. 
 
In response to the need to reduce physical meetings, we and the Community Council 
have jointly invested in an on-line meeting and video conferencing package. This 
appears to be meeting the immediate needs with further development possible when 
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resources and time allow. It does however highlight the digital divide within the 
community. 

Appreciation 
 
The Common Good works throughout the year for the benefit of the village and thanks 
are due to all the members of the committee. A special appreciation to Linda Gray, 
Secretary, Simon Wright, Vice Chair and Bill Dunn, Treasurer plus Sara Doggett 
convenor of the Village Enhancement Group. 
 
 
 

Kevin Prior 
Chair 

 
**********************************End of Report****************************** 
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